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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to applicant's amendment filed April 24, 2006. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Claims 5-8 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) 
as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on April 20, 2006. Claims 
1-4 are therefore currently pending in this case. 

Priority 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of 'papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The information disclosure statement filed November 9, 2004 fails to comply with 
37 CFR 1.98(a)(2), which requires 'a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; 
each non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused r itto be listed; and all 
other information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

5. The information disclosure'statement (IDS) submitted on November 18, 2005 is 
in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the examiner is 
considering the information disclosure statement. 

Specification 
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6. The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting 
any errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains: 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Oliver et al (US 2002/0133412) in view of Gupta et al (US 2001/0020242). 

8. Regarding claim 1 - 

:. Mil'.l..: ' o.TO'S'.' .' V "0 ""' '">{ o k>_ ,,.'6; alid* li It; ; J£"_ . . Ii ClilH'. , 

Oliver discloses a network service applying apparatus comprising an accepting server 
and memory (e.g. abs), wherein said accepting server: inputs a domain name 
associated with a memory area accessible via a network (e.g. par 0028); inputs and 
stores credit information to be usedfor a user who is to be assigned with said memory 

.lOi'.c So-t (u.ii. iV: this i. .i::S DGuufi: -. ■ ' • 

area specified by said domain name to receive a credit (e.g. par 0037); sends out said 
input credit information and acquires examination result data indicating allowance or 
denial of a credit using said credit information sent out when receiving said examination 
result data (e.g. par 0072); determineswhether or not a memory' area ta be associated 
with said input domain name is to be assigned to said user based on said acquired 
examination result data and, when having decided to assign said memory area to said 
user, inputs user information for specifying said userrand generates and outputs ID 
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data for identifying said user; stores said user information into said memory (e.g. par 
0079). 

9. Oliver does not specifically disclose, but Gupta does, when externally receiving 
said ID data and a notification indicating that a right to receive a network connection 
service is given to a third party, generates and outputs network connection ID data for 
identifying said right to be given to said third party by that user who is identified by said 
ID data, and a password associated with said network connection ID data (e.g. par 
0018). 

1 0. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, 
to combine the teachings of Gupta and Oliver for greater security in providing Internet 
service. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 2 - 

Oliver discloses the network service applying apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
said accepting server further charge's"a user who is ltd receive a, credit'using said stored 
credit information with a consideration of assignment of said memory area to said user 
and a consideration of said network connection service a right for whose reception has 
been given to said third party by said user, by using said credit information (e.g. par 
0075). 

12. Regarding claim 3- 

Oliver discloses the network service applying apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
said accepting server further sends out said input domain name as one to be newly 
used and acquires use status report data indicating whether or not said sent domain 
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name has already been used when receiving said use status report data; and 
determines whether or not said input domain name as one to be newly used has 
already been used based on said acquired use status report data and stops inputting 
said credit information when having determined that said domain name has already 
been used (e.g. par 01 00). 

13. Regarding claim 4 - 

Oliver discloses the network service applying apparatus according to claims 1, further 
comprising an authentication server, wherein said authentication server: encrypts said 
password generated by said accepting server and stores said password and said 
network connection ID data with which said password is associated in association with 
each other; and when externally supplied with said network connection ID data and a 
password via a telephone line, determines whether or not said encrypted password 
associated with said network connection ID data substantially matches ; with' said 
externally supplied password, and grants connection to said network via said telephone 
line to said third party identified by said network connection ID data when there is a 
match (e.g. par 0303, 0304). ; 

14. Examiner's note: ; Examiner has cited pam'cular columns and line numbers in 
the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may be applied as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant jh preparing the 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 

-j.... _ .__ _ :. .:.-!•„,«,•_; 

......... ..nd Ci.-dfu.-: . .a. *.J -u:.. flt-tv- ..'"vh . . ... ...... 
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of the claimed invention as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 

Conclusion 1 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

16. Danes et al (US 6,108,789) disclose a mechanism for use with Internet service 
provider smart cards to roam among geographically disparate authorized network 
computer client devices without mediation of a central authority. 

1 7. Sussman (US 6,836,765) discloses a system and method for secure and address 
verifiable electronic commerce transactions. 

18. Farris et al (US 5,881,131 j disclose an analysis i ^V&lidatbn 'system for jr ' r ' 
provisioning network related facilities. 

19. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cristina Owen Sherr whose r fefephone ! number is 571- 
272-671 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 Monday through 
Friday. 

20. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712/ The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding i is'assighed Is 571-273-8300. 
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21 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA ORs CANADA) or 571-272-1000; i 
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